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14 May 2021 
 
Dear members of the St Mary’s DSG community 
 
#DSGIlluminate: We are proud to announce an exciting new positivity campaign - 

#DSGIlluminate. This movement will take form across both the Junior and Senior School 

during the month of May. It will seek to shine a light on and champion various aspects, actions 

and characteristics that set our school, and our girls, apart.  

It is a call to the St Mary’s DSG community to bring light into spaces that need it, by speaking 

aloud the dreams we hold dear, focusing on the way we speak to ourselves, how we engage 

with others, as well as identifying values we cherish and live our lives by.  

This week's theme was #DSGIlluminateYourDream because if she believes she believes in 

herself and her dreams, she will fly.  
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Sports Department: Congratulations to our Hockey teams for winning 3 out of 4 
matches on Tuesday vs Hoërskool Zwartkop. It was fantastic to hear the shouts of 
support and laughter around the sport fields from our girls again. 
 
Here are the results:   U14A:  drew 1-1 

U15A:  won 4-0 
U16A:  won 5-0 
1st team: won 2-1 
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The President’s Award Club  

There is currently a big focus on future job opportunities and the adaptability required 

by the adults of the future. It is clear that the things do not look too promising if one 

considers the possible job losses in every sector in the economy.  

What research have also shown us, is that young people especially learn better in 

informal “out of the box/classroom” situations. So, how do we prepare our learners 

and give them the type of skills that will make them employable? Important skills such 

as: problem solving, critical thinking, creativity, the ability to work in groups, service 

orientation and grit? 

If you ask any of the President’s award candidates working away on their portfolios, 

they will confirm that acquiring these skills is an integral part of their journey. 

The President’s Award Programme at St Mary’s DSG has grown over the last few 

years and has become more and more relevant in a changing society. The Award is 

all about going the extra mile - gaining new skills, pushing yourself physically, helping 

others and exploring new territories. At the same time, friendships are built and 

experiences and memories gained that will last a lifetime. Each award level 

progressively requires more input and skill. The awardees are challenged on both 

physical and emotional levels and they have to work well within teams, perform under 

difficult situations and show grit to enable them to finish their award.  

On Saturday 8 May the St Mary’s DSG President’s Award club started the project at 

Tshwane Medico Legal Crisis Centre with the Morongwa Foundation, as part of the 

‘Paint4Purpose’ campaign. The President’s Award club painted the walls of a 

children’s room, giving it colour and a much-needed feeling of love. It was an 

unforgettable experience where fun and laughter were not all that made it valuable. 

Education about the community, its many vulnerable members, and the factors that 

make it dangerous was the true gold of the day. The staff at the Centre are brave and 

caring and we thank them for letting the club into their world. In the end, it was a two-

sided relationship where the club could give their time and the Tshwane Medico Legal 

Crisis Centre could give their experience with the help of the Morongwa Foundation. 

We look forward to Saturday 15 May, when the club will be returning to finish the good 

work they started. 
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It is impossible to list all the benefits of the award here, but based on the feedback 

from participants, doing the Award is “life-changing”, and will make you stand out from 

the crowd. It will set you on a path of a meaningful life and prosperous future! 

Hair guidelines: We would like to remind learners and parents of our hair guidelines 
below: 
 
All hair must be neat, presentable, and not interfere with a learner’s ability to work in 
the class or to participate in any sporting activities.  

 
1. Scrunchies, hair bands and Alice bands may only be in the fabric colour of the 

school uniform, brown, black, navy blue or white. No decorative hair 
accessories may be worn.  

2. A learner is expected to keep her hair, braids, natural or faux locks, weave, or 
hair extensions in a single tone and in a natural colour. Hair may not be in any 
colour of the rainbow.  

3. No patterns may be shaved into the hair.  
4. If the length of the hair allows, hair should be tied back and kept out of the face.  
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We would like to commend the learners who are already practising the hair guidelines 
ahead of the 17 May deadline, by which time the hair guidelines should have been 
implemented. The hair policy at St Mary’s relies on our partnership with parents in 
supporting our learners with following the guidelines and trusting our learners to 
demonstrate their own maturity and understanding of the need to adhere to the 
expectations. 
 

From the English Department: We are exceptionally proud of Pandemela Mathoma 
(Grade 12) who has been selected as one of 25 poets, from over 500 applicants from 
different corners of the world, to be part of this year's Khala Series ‘100 Poem Project’. 
The Khala Series will create a poetry collection that houses previously unpublished 
poems and prose; this collection will be curated and edited by storyteller Upile Chisala. 
The ultimate goal of this project is to lift little big voices as loudly and as widely as they 
can.  In the coming weeks, Pandemela will engage in one-on-one meetings and 
workshops with Upile Chisala to discuss her poetry submissions. The hope is that the 
manuscript and cover art will be finalised in the coming months and sent to print by 
the end of the year.  
 
As her English teachers, we share in Pandemela’s joy and success and we 
congratulate her for this achievement. We hope to add this publication to our 
classroom bookshelves soon! 
 
If you would like to read more about Upile Chisala and the Khala Series, visit 
http://upilechisala.org/ 
 

With best wishes for a wonderful weekend and a great week ahead! 
 

 
 
 
Mrs Odelle Howard 
Head of School 
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